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National Cheng Kung University
Institute of Creative Industries Design

Policies on Ph.D. Candidacy
(PhD Qualifying Examination)

Passed on January 12, 2010

Amended by Board Meeting on March 4, 2014
Amended by Board Meeting on April 21, 2015
Amended by Board Meeting on May 7, 2020
Amended by Board Meeting on December 29, 2021
Amended by Board Meeting on September 27, 2022
Amended by Board Meeting on November 22, 2022

1. In order to increase the research capabilities and academic proficiency of its doctoral
program students, the National Cheng Kung University Institute of Creative Industries
Design (hereinafter “ICID”) sets the following policies established in accordance with
point seven of the NCKU Directions for the Administration of the Ph.D. Qualifying
Examination (R = = # * F# 1 B igE A FRE TS L 7).

2. The Qualifying Examination (hereinafter “QE”) for ICID Doctoral Candidacy is
divided into a first and second stage, and is typically administered once every semester.
The first stage should be held in the third semester of enrollment (excluding any study
suspensions), and the second stage should be passed within 10 semesters of enrollment
(excluding any study suspensions). Not passing the first stage or failing to finish the
second stage within the 10 semesters will result in forced dismissal from NCKU and
further admission.

3. Master's students from ICID approved for direct admissions to the doctoral program do
not need to complete QE Stage 1. However, both sections of QE Stage 2 should be
finished within 10 semesters of entrance to the ICID master's program (excluding any
study suspensions), or the student will be dismissed from NCKU and further admission.

4. Stage 1 of the Doctoral Candidacy Qualifying Examination (QE Stage 1):

(1) Doctoral program students must submit a written “annual report” presenting
their first year of study and give a public oral presentation demonstrating their
research potential and capabilities. The report and oral presentation should
present documentation of contribution in class assignments, seminars, events in
and outside of school, and other relevant proof.

(2) Students should invite at least 4 ICID instructors to form the evaluation
committee for their oral presentation.

(3) Students who pass the oral presentation should respond to the feedback given
by the evaluation committee and submit a revised report in the two weeks
following to their advisor for approval.

5. Stage 2 of the Doctoral Candidacy Qualifying Examination (QE Stage 2):
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(1) Doctoral program students seeking to complete portions of the QE Stage 2 must
submit an application to the ICID Office within the first two weeks of classes
beginning that semester.

(2) QE Stage 2 consists of a two-part written exam and one oral exam.

a. Written QE: Students must (1) write on research methodology and (2)
respond to a core-course subject prompt from their ICID academic group.
A score of 70 or higher is required to pass. The core courses are as
follows: Creative Product Design, Branding and Marketing, Digital
Design in Creative Industries, Interaction Design Research, Creative
Service Design, and Creative Industries Investigation. Students can
select one of the aforementioned subjects to take the examination.

b. Oral QE: Students must present their research on an academic research
topic. This will be presented before an evaluation committee consisting
of at least three instructors from ICID. The topics covered in the oral
examination are not limited to the presentation itself, and the student
should also share their future research plan. The chairperson will
consider the opinions of the other committee members and determine the
result of the examination.

(3) If afirst attempt results in a non-passing score and there is still time before the
QE completion deadline, the student may apply for re-examination the
following semester. Students must respond to the same prompts when retaking
a failed QE section. Re-examination is limited to one time only and a non-
passing score will result in dismissal from NCKU and further admission.

6. Doctoral program students who successfully complete and pass the QE within the time
limit officially become doctoral candidates.

7. In special circumstances with significant justification or unavoidable factors, doctoral
program students who have failed to finish the QE within the stipulated time limit may
petition for an additional semester of time. Applications for deadline extension may at
most happen twice and must be submitted in advance.

8. These policies apply to ICID students enrolled after the 2021 academic year. Doctoral
program students enrolled before 2021 who have not yet applied for the QE must also
follow these policies.

9. This bylaw is implemented after review by the ICID Board and ratification by the
Registrar Division of the National Cheng Kung University Office of Academic Affairs.
Any revisions and amendments are reviewed and updated through the same
administrative procedure.

NOTE: The English version was translated from the original Chinese text.
In the event of any discrepancies, the Chinese version will take precedence.




